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Welcome to Holy Trinity

We're glad you came today to join us in worshiping the one true God: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. He has graciously created us, mercifully redeemed us, and freely
gives us all the treasures of heaven through His Word and Sacraments!

If you are a visitor with us today and want to find out more about what we teach, or
are curious about church membership, please talk to our pastor. Please be sure to provide
us with your contact information in our friendship register that is passed around before
or after the service.

A Parents’ Room is located at the rear of the sanctuary if you need to temporarily
leave to calm a child.

Wheelchair accommodations are found halfway down the rows of pews in the
center aisle of the church.

HOLY TRINITY is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), a national
church body headquartered in Mankato, Minnesota. We confess that we are saved by
Grace Alone (Eph. 2:8) through Faith Alone (Acts 16:31) revealed in Scripture Alone (John
5:24). Though we are totally sinful from birth, Jesus Christ paid for our sins on the cross
and gives us eternal life in heaven. We subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions (the Book of
Concord, 1580) because they are a faithful and accurate summary of this Biblical doctrine.
The ELS has been in fellowship with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
since 1872.
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ORDEROF WORSHIP
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Hymn - “Baptismal Waters Cover Me” [CW21 657]
1. Baptismal waters cover me 3. Lord, may your wounded hand impart

as | approach on bended knee; your healing to my broken heart;

my Father’s mercy here | plead, your love alone can form in me

for grievous sins of thought and deed. a heart that serves you joyfully.
2. I look to Christ upon the tree, 4. From your own mouth comes forth a word;

his body broken there for me; your shepherd speaks, but you are heard;

| lay before him all my sin, through him your hand now stretches out,

my darkest secrets from within. forgiving sin, destroying doubt.

5. Baptismal waters cover me;
Christ’s wounded hand has set me free,
Held in my Father’s strong embrace,
with joy | praise him for his grace.

-Stand-
Call to Worship
PASTOR:  The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
CONGREGATION:  And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.



P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See

- Please Note: There is a brief musical introduction before the congregation joins in singing.
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Prayer of the Day
P: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for
without your help we are unable to please you;, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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-Be seated-

THE WORD
First Lesson . Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

A strong warning to Christians who have grown dismissive of their sin.
The word of the LORD came to me.

2What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb concerning the soil of
Israel, “Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on edge”? 32 As surely as I live,
declares the LORD God, you will never again use this proverb in Israel. Indeed, all souls
are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. The soul who sins is
the one who will die.

35 But you say, “The LORD’S way is not fair.” Listen now, house of Israel. Is it my way
that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26 If a righteous man turns away from
his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die because of it. Because of the
unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die.

27But if a wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices
justice and righteousness, he will preserve his life. 2 Because he has seen and turned away
fromall the rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not die.
29 But the house of Israel says, “The LORD’S way is not fair.” Is it really my ways that are not

fair, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair?



30Therefore, I will judge each one of you according to his ways, O house of Israel,
declares the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your rebellious acts, so that you
will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 3 Throw off from yourselves all
your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new heart and a new
spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel?32For I take no pleasure in the
death of anyone who dies, declares the LORD God. So repent and live!

Psalm of the Day - 25 [NIV]
Refrain
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To you, O Lorp, | lift I up my soul;*
in you | trust, | O my God.

Remember, O LORD, your great mer- | cy and love,*
for they are | from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my re- | bellious ways;*
according to your love remember me, for you are | good, O LORD.

[Refrain]

Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for 1 am lonely and af- | flicted.

Look upon my affliction and | my distress*
and take away ! all my sins.



Guard my life and | rescue me,*
for | take ref- I uge in you.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son * And to the Holy ! Spirit,
As it was in the be- | ginning,* Is now, and will be forever. | A-men.

[Refrain]

Second Lesson - Philippians 2:1-11

Moved by Christ's love and empowered by the Spirit, we seek to imitate the humility of Jesus.

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one mind.
3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one
another better than yourselves. Let each of you look carefully not only to your own

interests, but also to the interests of others.

5Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. Though he was
by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7but he
emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness,
and his appearance was like that of any other man, #he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 2 Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, °so that at the name of Jesus every
knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, *and every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Verse of the Day Psalm 51:17 (NIV)

P: Alleluia. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you will not despise.
Alleluia.

Please Note: There is a brief musical introduction before the congregation joins in singing the Alleluia.
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Gospel - Matthew 21:23-32

‘ Sincere love for God involves not just saying what God wants to hear but doing what God wants done.

When Jesus went into the temple courts, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him while he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing
these things?” and “Who gave you this authority?”

24Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer it, I will tell
you by what authority I do these things.  The baptism of John, where was it from? From

heaven or from men?”

They discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to
us, ‘Then why did you not believe him? 26 But if we say, ‘From men,” we are afraid of the
crowd, since they all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not

know.”



He said to them, “Then I will not tell you by what authority I do these things.”

28“What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
work today in my vineyard.’ 2 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and
went. 3He came to the second and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘T will
go, sir, but he did not go. 3*Which of the two did the will of his father?”

They said to him, “The first.”

Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, but you did not believe him. However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did
believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change your mind and believe him.

P: Here ends the Gospel.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

-Be seated-

Hymn of the Day . “Before Thee, God, Who Knowest All” [ELH 493]
. Before Thee, God, who knowest all, 2. O Lord, my God, to Thee | pray:

With grief and shame | prostrate fall. O cast me not in wrath away.

| see my sins against Thee, Lord, Let Thy good Spirit ne'er depart,

The sins of thought, of deed, and word. But let Him draw to Thee my heart

They press me sore; | cry to Thee: That truly penitent | be:

O God, be merciful to me! O God, be merciful to me!

3. O Jesus, let Thy precious blood
Be to my soul a cleansing flood.
Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away,
But grant that justified | may
Go to my house with peace from Thee:
O God, be merciful to me!
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Sermon - Matthew 21:28-32
Do the Father's Will
-Stand-

Apostles Creed
I | believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Al-
mighty; From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen.

-Be seated-

THANKSGIVING
Offering
-Organ Interlude-
An offering plate is located in the entryway in the back of the church.
Offerings can be placed in the plate either before or after the service.

Please fill out the friendship register and pass it down the row. Thank you.
-Stand-

Prayer of the Church
Loxrd’s Prayer

[} Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

-Be seated-
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Hymn - “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” [cwas 471]
1. Renew me, O eternal Light, 3. Create in me a new heart, Lord,

And let my heart and soul be bright, That gladly | obey your Word.

Illumined with the light of grace Oh, let your will be my desire

That issues from your holy face. And with new life my soul inspire.
2. Destroy in me the lust of sin; 4. Grant that | only you may love

From all impureness make me clean. And seek those things which are above

Oh, grant me pow’r and strength, my God, Till I behold you face to face,

To strive against my flesh and blood. O Light eternal, through your grace.

-Stand-

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by
your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided
in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
Blessing

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace +.
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-Be seated-
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Closing Hymn - “With All My Heart I Praise You, Lord” [CW21 658]
. With all my heart | praise you, Lord, 2. When | confess my sin and shame,

that in your Son you saved me. peace and forgiveness seeking,

You saw in me what you deplored; you grant me pardon in your name

my grievous sin enslaved me. before I've finished speaking!

Yet, Lord, you paid the highest price, In love you listen carefully

Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, to all our sighs of misery,

that you might ever own me. our ev'ry need addressing.

Were | to bless you all my days, Our guilt should make you turn away;

it would be insufficient praise instead you turn toward us and say:

for kindness you have shown me. “Receive my gracious blessing.”

3. Lord, I rejoice to be your guest,
at your rich table feeding,
there, by your mercy, finding rest
and all my soul is needing.
Let your good Spirit work within
to show that all my wretched sin
has truly been forgiven.
Thus, well prepared, Lord | believe
that in your supper | receive
life, pardon, peace and heaven.

-Be seated-
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